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G race Eileen Colross, a longtime resident of Coral Gables, passed away
peacefully on June 9th, 2023 at the age of 78 after a courageous battle with
breast cancer. She is survived by her four children Jacqueline (Steven Ramsey),
Caroline (John Brady Nepple), Elizabeth, and Victoria (Bert Hucks) along with 11
grandchildren. She was born on May 18, 1945, in Passaic, New Jersey to Edward and
Loretta Benas. Grace traveled the world as a child due to her father’s profession as an
engineer. Her favorite memories were of her teenage years in India. Seeing the
extreme poverty there heightened her philanthropic spirit which continued
throughout her life.

She attended Marquette University in Wisconsin and around that time, became
reacquainted with her future husband, James (Jim) Colross, who she met previously
at her sister's wedding. She and Jim were married on August 13, 1966, in Short Hills,
New Jersey. After their marriage, they relocated to South Florida where his new
business was growing and started their life in Coral Gables.

Grace and Jim raised their four daughters with strong faith and a love of family.
Grace gave her time, energy, and strength to many charitable organizations
including the Marian Center in Miami Gardens and Saint Mary’s Cathedral. Her
strong Roman Catholic faith led her to become a Dame of Malta and a Patrons of the
Arts in the Vatican Museum.

Grace enjoyed traveling, needlepointing, and spending time in her garden. She
especially loved impatiens, transporting them from her home in Miami to her home
in North Carolina.

Grace was very social throughout her life. In her later years, she enjoyed spending
time at Indian Creek Country Club and remained a long-time member of the Coral
Gables Garden Club.

Grace is proceeded in death by her husband of 44 years, James Carl Colross and her
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sister Florence. Grace was lucky enough to find love again later in life with Andre R.
(Rick) Fournier.

A Memorial Mass will be held on June 28th at, 10:00 am, at the Church of the Little Flower,
located at 2711 Indian Mound Trail, Coral Gables.

Grace will be missed by her loving family and friends. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions
can be made to The Marian Center, located at 15701 NW 37 Avenue, Miami, Florida, 33054.
MarianCenterSchool.org.
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https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=25.7452061,-80.2817371
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/?api=1&destination=25.7976821,-80.3820014
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Anonymous sent a Dreams From the Heart Bouquet to the COLROSS family.

June 23 at 3:46 PM

Anonymous sent a Joyful Memory to the COLROSS family.

June 19 at 10:27 AM

Jane C. Carter posted:

Grace was always warm and gracious, a beautiful person inside and out. She will be missed by all
who knew her. Jane Carter

June 14 at 8:47 AM

Anonymous sent a Rose Garden Heart to the COLROSS family.

June 13 at 10:07 AM

Anonymous planted a Memorial Tree in honor of GRACE.

June 13 at 10:07 AM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring GRACE by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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